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important tribes of these districts, and established on the upper
part of the Misisipy, is returning to his tribe from Michely
Makinak, where he had gone, with a great quantity of merchan-
dise of all sorts, not only to arouse his tribe but also those who
are near him. Since this chief called La Oja [the Leaf],"®
exercises a limitless domination over the spirit of his tribe and
that of the surrounding tribes, it is believed that he will obtain
from all of them whatever he proposes to them.

Nevertheless, in order to destroy his intentions, I have deter-
mined to take some measures, of which I shall inform Your
Lordship after they have been executed.

I have just learned that a band of the Aioas [Towa], doubt-
less exeited by the enemy, has corrupted the Hotos [Oto] tribe
which is Jocated on the upper Misury and has promised them
to join the cther tribes opposed to us in order to show as great
bostility as possible toward us. T do not doubt the truth of
this, for T know the Indians, and T know by experience that the
appearance of gain does not excite them to take action, but the
reality of the presents does. Since the English make so many
of these to all the tribes of whom they wish to make use, they
always obtain from them whatever they desire, unless, by the
same methods, we destroy their hopes by deceiving the barbar-
ians as they are doing, and, as T have already said, with ex-
orbitant gifts. By this news, although it deserves some con-
firmation, and by other, which T am receiving daily, and which
is current in these countries, but which I omit, as they are
related to one another, Your Lordship can infer the situation
of these settlements and that of the tribes allied to us. I am
contriving to satisfy them more by astuteness than by presents,
for, although T work by means of presents as much as is possible
to me, they never reach the hundredth part of those which our
enemies are distributing among them, as is well known and as
Your Lordship can inform yourself—a reason which makes it
possible for them to find as many Indian auxiliaries as they

19 This was the well-known Wabasha, whom the French called La
Feuille (the Leaf). See ante, p. 381, note 35.—Eb.
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